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“Having adopted the policy of taxing our own people to feed, clothe and build homes for the sufferers from 
calamities in foreign lands, we have certainly drifted into a shoreless sea.... Charitable relief is the proper 

subject of private energy and generosity: it is not the province of government to engage in it.”

—Thomas E. Watson,  Watson’s Jeffersonian Magazine, May, 1909
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Cierra Townson, Junior, Clemson 
University: “Another year has passed at 
Clemson University, and my college career 
has certainly taken a turn for the better 
— for the best, actually! After changing 
my major from Construction Science and 
Management to English Literature with 
an Education minor; living with three 
of my best and most cherished friends; 
becoming an ambassador for the College of 
Art, Architecture, and Humanities; getting 
promoted to Student Supervisor at Gunnin 
Architecture Library; and earning a 3.81 
GPA this semester, I feel like I’ve fully come 
to understand what college is all about: 
pursuing your passions, constantly working 
on who you are and will be, striking up fast 
friendships with new people, getting out and 
involving yourself in as many activities as 
possible, and ultimately gaining confidence 
in who you are from the greatest experience 
of trial and error of your life.  

“Taking such a large step with my major 
change certainly was terrifying, but it helped 
me realize how necessary it is to accept and 
pursue changes; although the risk was huge, 
the reward was even greater.  

“I’ve learned so much from this year! I 
was able to explore so much literary history 
and classic literature, discover my own 

writing style, uncover and hone in on my 
language skills, and so much more.  In my 
new major, my teachers push me to develop 
myself past expectations, and this next 
semester will certainly unveil the extent of 
that teaching’s effectiveness — especially 
since I’ll be taking 18 hours, working more 
hours with Gunnin, and participating in 
as many ambassador events as humanly 
possible (get it? College of Art, Architecture 
and HUMANities!).

“I spent this past summer taking on 
another job with Special Collections, a 
historic preservation library situated 
within Clemson; networking with as many 

professors and alumni while on campus; and 
getting better organized for the school year 
— all while working towards an internship 
for next summer. I cannot wait to delve into 
this next year, explore all of my options, and 
discover the beginnings of the next stage of 
my life.    

“Regardless, all of these new experiences 
would not be possible without Watson-
Brown, and I thank you so much for these 
wonderful opportunities.”

Criosanna Allred, Senior, Simmons 
College: “Two summers ago, when I last sent 
a letter detailing my academic, leadership, 
and volunteer activities, I was preparing 
to participate in the Summer Institute 
for Training in Biostatistics Sponsored by 
NIH at Boston College, where I was able to 
interact with the students and professionals 
that will likely be my future colleagues and 
mentors and gain experience with actual 
clinical data sets. 

“As I progressed into this past academic 
year, I took many courses that were 
required for my major, Biostatistics, as well 
for the minors I have declared, including 
Computational Science and Public Health. 
This academic load and variety of courses 
has proven to be academically stimulating, 
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but my academic success has allowed me 
to complete my third year on the Dean’s 
List and Honors Program. I was selected 
as a member of Pi Mu Epsilon Math Honor 
Society. This is the second year as a peer 
tutor for statistics and calculus, and I was 
able to help many students in these courses 
throughout the year. This year, I served 
as the president of the Simmons Math/
Computer Science Liaison organization, 
and we successfully hosted a number of 
events to support student awareness and 
promote academic success.

“This was the third year I volunteered 
as student host for Simmons MOST 
program, which allows accepted students 
come to Simmons for overnight visits and 
experience first-hand how multicultural 
and diverse Simmons is as a community. 
Outside of Simmons, this was the 
second year I volunteered at a national 
organization called Scholarship Junkies. 
This organization has small team of 
current students and recent graduates 
who are passionate about helping students 
with scholarship applications and essays. 
Students from all over the U.S. and from 
other countries can get assistance and 
advice free of charge. I am also volunteering 
in the local Boston area with the Gifford Cat 
Shelter, where I volunteer 10 to 12 hours 
a week physically helping at the shelter, as 
well as making calls to verify information on 
potential applicants for ‘furrever’ homes.

“During the last several months, I was 
also involved in my first independent study 
data projects that allowed me to form a 
first-hand perspective experience of the 
rewards and challenges of the career chosen. 
The data from one of these projects was 
presented as a poster presentation at an 
international medical conference.

“This past summer, I was selected to 
participate in the Summer Internship 
Program in Biomedical Research with 
the National Institute of Health. This is a 
highly prestigious and selective program; 
in 2014 less than 100 students of the 7,000 
applicants, were invited to participate.

“I would like to thank you for you 
continued support of the Watson-
Brown Foundation. I cannot thank you 
enough for providing me with financial 
support to attend a college with so many 
unique opportunities to grow personally, 
intellectually, socially and as a leader.”

Anjali Amalean, Sophomore, University 
of South Carolina Columbia: “My Freshman 
year at the University of South Carolina was 
absolutely incredible! I decided to step out 
of my comfort zone and try new experiences. 
One major new experience was joining an 
Indian fusion dance team on campus called 
Moksha. I have done classical Indian dance 
for the past 10 years, but I had never been 
part of team or learned the more modern 
dance styles Moksha did. It all started when 

a new friend during the first couple of weeks 
on campus told me about a dance workshop, 
and I agreed to go with her not knowing what 
I was getting myself into. I went anyway and 
ended up trying out for the team and being 
selected to join. Soon, I was overwhelmed 
with learning Bollywood, Bhangra, classical 
Indian, hip-hop, and contemporary dances 
and more. Most of these styles I had never 
felt comfortable doing before. Being part of 
a team and going to practice until midnight 
or sometimes 3 a.m. was a huge adjustment. 

ANJALI AMALEAN

CRIOSANNA ALLRED



While I was nervous about juggling 
academics, friends, and dance, I was excited 
that I could continue dancing in college in a 
totally new way. 

“Even more exciting was that our team 
got accepted to and travelled to dance 
competitions in Atlanta, Boston, and 
Washington D.C. Through Moksha, I 
discovered a new family of amazing friends, 
met incredible dancers, travelled across the 
east coast, expanded my passion for dance, 
and made some wonderful and sometimes 
humorous memories that I will treasure for 
the rest of my life. I am extremely thankful to 
have had this experience. Thank you Watson-
Brown Foundation for helping me attend 
college and have this wonderful experience.

“Many people say these years are the best 
in a person’s life. I want to do my best to 
make them memorable, and I think I had a 
great start with my freshman year. I can’t 
wait to see what the rest of my summer and 
Sophomore year holds. I am writing this on 
the way to the airport for my next adventure 
to Guatemala for medical volunteering!”

Daniel Banks, Junior, Georgia Institute 
of Technology: “During the fall 2014 
and spring 2015 semesters, I was heavily 
involved with my co-op, had my most eye-
opening semester in school, and married my 
best friend!

“Fall of 2014 sent me back to Mercedes 
Benz U.S. International (MBUSI) where we 
exclusively make three of the SUV models 
that are sold all around the world. I was 
assigned to work in body maintenance 
engineering, where our main focus was to 

keep the body shop always up and running 
and to actively prevent problems from 
recurring or even arising in the first place. 
I was given a semester project to design 
and implement a recovery system for two 
robots in the shop that had very complex 
programs. In the event of the robot coming 
out of alignment, extensive work was 
required to get it realigned before it was 
up and running again. My project helped 
streamline the process to enable the line 
to begin running sooner than before. One 
day, a problem with the robot came up and 
one of the other engineers came to me. We 
were met with many maintenance team 
members, and I was responsible for helping 
them get the robot realigned (using my 
newly implemented recovery system). This 
happened during production! The records 
showed that the downtime was cut in half 
after my project was installed. As a result 
of this improvement, I was instructed to 
report out to our upper management team 
in a meeting, where I was the first co-op to 
represent our department. I was allowed to 
present for the President/CEO of MBUSI 
and many of the Vice-Presidents from all 
around the plant! They have since continued 
to push for more of these recovery systems.

“The return to school was a nice change 
of setting. I was met with some difficulties 
in my classes, but I made it. I was finally in 
my major-specific classes. It was amazing to 
see all the complexities behind many things 
we don’t even think about on a daily basis. 
I feel the most helpful class for me this 
semester was Creative Decisions & Design. 
The class gave a lot of helpful insight on 
how to approach a real-world problem from 
an engineering standpoint. I am currently 
putting the information that I learned 
from this class to good use in my current 
semester at MBUSI, where I will remain 
until the fall semester.

“During the spring semester, I was 
extremely excited to be able to call my best 
friend my wife (mind you I still am excited). 
Kelly has always been a wonderful friend, 
and she has helped me to be all that I am 
today. Without her, I have no idea where I 
would be now. I look forward to what other 
opportunities life will throw my way, good 
or bad, because I know that she will be there 
with me. 

“Thank you, Watson-Brown. Without the 
generous help that I have received from the 
Foundation’s scholarship I would not have 
been able to attend this wonderful school or 
take part in these wonderful opportunities. I 
am truly grateful!” 

Kayla Wiles, Junior, Furman University: 
“Last year, I went through the tedious but 
rewarding process of creating my own 
major, Health Journalism. Establishing 
a major at Furman University requires 
presenting a proposal to the Individualized 
Curriculum Program (ICP) committee. To 
show credibility for my major, I interviewed 
several doctors, journalists, and professors 
of similar curricula at other universities. 
I also did my own research on the career’s 
importance in communicating scientific 
discoveries to the public. Since my major 
was approved in Fall 2014, I have been able 
to take courses at Furman according to my 
own individualized curriculum program 
and pursue internships related to my career 
path. I had two internships this summer: 
one with a local newspaper, The Greenville 
Journal, and the other with a nonprofit 
organization, Iron Disorders Institute. The 
end result from these internships included 
more developed writing skills and greater 
experience in communicating to the public.”

Emily Bass, Junior, University of Georgia: 
“My Sophomore year at the University 
of Georgia proved to be both incredibly 
challenging and rewarding. In November 
2014, I became an applicant for the Guide 
Dog Foundation for the Blind. I have 
‘camped’ over eight dogs this year, from 
labs to golden retrievers to collies! The 
foundation has allowed me to meet so many 
young, talented individuals and has really 
broadened my knowledge of how powerful 
service dogs are in affecting the lives of 
people with disabilities. I am incredibly 
excited to be receiving a GDF puppy in 
August, which I have volunteered to raise 
and train for an entire year or more. The 
puppy will then be sent to headquarters 
in New York, where he will attend ‘doggie 
college,’ graduate, and be paired with a blind 
or visually impaired partner. I cannot wait 
to begin this incredible journey with some 
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of my closest friends from the university 
and become a lifelong member of the GDF 
community.  

“Last May, I began a summer Student 
Training and Research (STAR) program 
at Georgia Regents University, where 
I actively participated in breast cancer 
research within a project headed by Dr. 
Patricia Schoenlein. During this nine-week 
program, I was exposed to a broad range 
of biomedical research techniques, such a 
mammalian tissue culture, flow cytometry, 
PAGE/SDS gels and immunoblotting, 
immunocytochemsitry, and quantitative 
real-time PCR. At the end of the program, 
I presented a scientific poster showcasing 
my research. The STAR program not only 
enhanced my scientific knowledge, but also 
allowed me to build lasting relationships 
with students from many different 
colleges across the country, including 
Duke University, Vanderbilt University, 
University of Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
University of Virginia, University of Maine, 
and many more. I feel very honored to have 
been selected for this program.

“This past year, I was also a Principles 
of Biology I peer mentor, University of 
Georgia Club soccer player, Athens Area 
Humane Society Zeus House Shelter 
and Spay Neuter clinic volunteer, and 
a University of Georgia Disabilities 
Recourse Center notetaker. Each of these 
programs and opportunities proved to 
be a uniquely rewarding experience and 
allowed me to form many new friendships 
and connections. In the current year, I 
am treasurer of the UGA Pre-Student 
Osteopathic Medical Association and have 
enrolled in a service learning course called 
UGA Project FOCUS, which provides 
elementary and middle school teachers with 
science expertise, hands-on lesson plans, 
and supplemental materials for continued 
use. I am grateful for the Watson-Brown 
Foundation’s support in my education!”

Keiko Bridwell, Junior, University of 
South Carolina Columbia: “It’s always fun to 
tell my friends that I’m doing undergraduate 
research. They invariably get excited, and beg 
me to let them participate. ‘So what are you, 
like, doing?’ they ask. ‘Well,’ I respond, ‘we’re 
investigating how brain stimulation affects 
...”  And before I even finish the sentence, for 
some unknown reason, they are suddenly 
considerably less eager to volunteer.

“My research, which I am performing 
with the help of another student, uses a 
safe brain stimulation technique called 
HD-tDCS to mildly excite neurons while 
participants are performing tasks that 
require them to hold a steady pitch. If 
our study shows that the stimulation can 
improve this ability, then further research 
may be able to look at applying this toward 
the treatment of voice tremors that interfere 
with communication.  

“Developing this research project over 
the past year is undoubtedly one of the 
most challenging things I have undertaken. 
What I expected to be an fun experience of 
learning how to operate EEG and HD-tDCS 
brain stimulation technology has turned 
out to be just that — but has also involved 
painfully writing proposals; coordinating 
schedules with two faculty members, a 
research partner, and participants; learning 
how to project confidence towards people 
who are not entirely sure they want an 
undergraduate performing an experiment 
on their brain; and a lot of similarly 
unglamorous work. Yet it has been a process 
that I would not change. Working with some 
of the latest technology, and contributing to 
the understanding of the true ‘final frontier,’ 
the human brain, has been an exciting 
experience, and I look forward to gathering 
our final results next year!”
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Ian DeMass, Sophomore, Clemson 
University: “Like any sound-minded newly 
graduated high school student, I was more 
than a little nervous about what my first 
year of college would be like: What would 
life be like without the comforts of home 
living? Could I handle the workload of such 
high-level classes? Could I find a group of 
close friends that I could bond and spend 
time with? Would the food be good? These 
were the important questions racing 
through my mind.

“Going into Clemson, the university 
I plan to spend the next four years of 
my life, I had the special privilege of 
being selected to participate in the 2014 
Clemson Eureka Summer Research 
Program.  Through the group, I gained 
valuable research experience, having 
the opportunity to work directly with a 
university professor on his departmental 

research project on Enhanced Membrane 
Microfiltration Water Treatment. Over 
the summer I was able to acquire skills 
in lab procedure and lab equipment 
usage, but I gained so much more from 
the experience. Eureka provided me with 
the incredible opportunity of getting to 
know, hang out with, and become best 
friends with thirty other incoming honors 
students like myself. Having these bonds 
going into the school year was a gift I 
could not be more thankful for because it 
made leaving home feel more like entering 
into a new one.  

“Moving in the first day, things seemed 
pretty amazing. So many people like me, 
so much to do, all these difference places 
to go and explore; the initial experience 
was overwhelming. Then classes hit and it 
really became so. My roommate and close 
friend from home jokingly called college 
for the first couple weeks ‘learning camp’ 

because it seemed every day we only had 
time to go to our room, do homework, 
and study. We quickly began to figure the 
system out, and when we did and freed 
up more time for ourselves, college really 
became the once-in-a-lifetime experience 
people always talk about.  

“Without really meaning to, I started 
spending a large portion of this new found 
free time of mine with my residential 
hall community council. With this small, 
tight knit group where we all quickly 
became close friends, we planned events 
and activities so that the members of 
community could interact and have an 
even more incredible time at Clemson as a 
part of the Clemson family. It was always 
such a fulfilling experience whenever 
weeks of planning proved itself worth 
it when a massive turnout at an event 
allowed everyone in the community to 
grow together.  

IAN DEMASS
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“With the community I had discovered 
in Clemson, I decided to join the Clemson 
Engineers Without Borders to extend this 
family elsewhere in the world. Through 
Clemson EWB, I was able to work with 
a team designing a well for a community 
in Nicaragua. While I wasn’t able to be a 
part of the team to travel and install the 
system, getting to be a part of the team 
to design and power through all the red 
tape to see it be installed and to hear the 
stories of the travelers when they returned 
depicting how grateful and just happy the 
community was because of what we were 
doing for them, it was an experience I had 
never truly had before and one I hope to 
continue to have for the next several years 
and then beyond.

“But then with Clemson there was 
always something to do, and so I was 
always doing something. I would be out 
on Bowman playing soccer or Frisbee 
with friends or playing competitively with 
intramural sports. I would be down at the 
Brookes Center playing on the piano and 
other string and wind instruments with 
different friends. I would go to FCA events 
and shags and continue to grow with 
God. I even got myself my first girlfriend, 
which has been such a happy and growing 
experience. And, as I’m sure you’ve all 
been wondering, the food is amazing!

My first year of college has been great. 
I’ve found my place with school, groups, 
and friends who are now family. But now 
in place, I’m ready to spring forward and 
take on all the adventures I have in store 
ahead of me!”

Amberly Walton, Sophomore, 
Augusta University: “During my first 
year at college, I had the opportunity 
to be involved in the pioneering of an 
undergraduate research journal at our 
university. When the email was sent out 
requesting volunteers, Freshmen and 
Sophomores were encouraged to become 
a part of the organization. When I arrived 
at the meeting, it turned out that I was the 
only underclassman there, and the others 
were all Juniors and Seniors. Because the 
girl who was behind the formation of the 
journal wanted an underclassman as Vice 
President, I was automatically selected. 
“I’ve also had a great time getting to 
know my professors and have already 
built a rapport with one of the chemistry 
professors to the point where she is 
allowing me to begin research in her lab 
(even though she typically doesn’t allow 

students to conduct research with her 
until they complete Quantitative Analysis, 
a chemistry lab course)!”

Nick Wooten, “This year has been one 
of personal discovery. I joined Mercer 
University’s school paper, The Cluster, 
as a staff writer. I got to meet a lot of 
wonderful people on story assignments. 
Macon, where Mercer is located, is 
considered the birthplace of Southern 
Rock and a major piece of R&B history. 
However, a lot of the historical landmarks 
are being torn down in favor of newer 
developments. One of the buildings in 
jeopardy was the Capricorn Records 
Business Office downtown. Greats like 
Otis Redding, Percy Sledge, Sam and 
Dave, and The Allman Brothers stepped 
foot in there. I got to interview the 
daughter of the record label’s founder, 
as well as some government officials to 
highlight the history of the building and 
plans for it moving forward. The article I 
wrote, entitled ‘The Voices at 535 Cotton 
Ave.,’ won Best Feature Story of the year 
at the Georgia College Press Association. 
The building was saved as well.  This past 
summer, I interned in the newsroom at 
NOLA.com/The Times-Picayune.”

NICK WOOTEN

AMBERLY WALTON
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 CRYSTAL PARTEN
Alumni Spotlight

BY SHANNON FRIEDMANN HATCH

istory has a way of repeating itself, just as any high school history teacher could attest. Start with 
asking Crystal Parten, who currently heads the history and social studies department at Thomson 
High School in Thomson, Georgia. She’s taught the subject at the collegiate and secondary level, and 
could likely cite kings, leaders, and generals who rue the fact that they were not better versed in the 
past. And yet, she would probably be the first to admit surprise that her life has begun to mimic many 

in her family that have come before her. But it wasn’t always that way.
Crystal was raised in Winfield, Georgia, a rural town populated mostly with farms like the one she grew up 

on. Her grandparents lived nearby in a historic plantation home, Woodville, built in 1814. “I’ve always been 
interested in history and the land,” she says and recalls an early curiosity about the house and its past. 

H
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“On any given day I feel 
like I’ve conquered 
the world and been 

completely defeated. 
But every day I learn 

something, and it’s 
always a challenge.”

As a student at Greenbrier High School in Columbia County, she 
was able to tap into such interests when she joined the inaugural 
Watson-Brown Junior Board in 2000. “Serving on the Junior Board 
was one of the most interesting and self-directed things I’ve ever 
done,” she says. “I was part of a group of young people who got 
to be in control of funds spent on historic preservation. We had 
to research, practice public speaking, present our ideas, and get 
approval. It was a fantastic learning experience.” One of the projects 
she worked on was repairing the fence around the boyhood home of 
President Woodrow Wilson in Augusta, Georgia. “I am still in touch 
with most of the people I served with to this day,” Crystal says.

After her junior year of high school, Crystal elected to enroll in 
Young Harris College and began pursuing an associate’s degree in 
history and religion while many of her peers were more focused 
on securing a prom date. “My parents were very supportive of 
my decision,” she says. “My mom even helped me fill out the 
applications.” She completed her degree, and then went on to double 
major in history and religion and philosophy from Valdosta State 
University. Law school was her plan, so she worked for three years 
in Valdosta at a law firm to gain insight into the field. “I realized that 
the lifestyle of a lawyer was not for me,” she says. 

Her answer was to advance her degree instead in history, 
attending Georgia College and State University. “My plan was 
to then go on and get my doctorate and become a professor. 
Unfortunately, it was right about that time that the recession 
really hit and jobs were scarce.” To get a taste of teaching before 
she committed to more school, she adjuncted at several colleges. 
About that time, she and her husband welcomed their first daughter, 
Adaleigh Belle, to the world and she “couldn’t imagine staying in 

school for four more years,” she says. “Your goals change when your 
life changes.”

Instead, Crystal decided to try her hand at teaching the subject 
she loved at the high school level. “I come from six generations of 
educators,” she says. “I know I said more than once growing up, 
‘I’ll never do that!’” But from being raised by two parents in the 
field — her mother is a superintendent and her father is a retired 
principal — Crystal knew that teaching offered the work-life balance 
she desired. Living in Valdosta at the time, she took a position 
teaching ninth-grade world history and eleventh-grade U.S. history 
at Valdosta High School. Because she didn’t major in education, 
her first year teaching also involved an intense one-year supervised 
practicum for certification.

Compared to teaching in a college classroom, Crystal has come 
to discover that educating high schoolers requires a unique skillset. 
“I’m a counselor, teacher, momma, and chauffeur, all at the same 
time,” she says. “On any given day I feel like I’ve conquered the world 
and been completely defeated. But every day I learn something, and 
it’s always a challenge. There’s never a dull moment.”

Education has turned out to be the right course for Crystal. 
After relocating with her family (now with another daughter, Eliza 
Camille) back to Thomson a year ago, she accepted a position at the 
local high school. However, she believes her future lies outside the 
classroom but still in the education realm. She is currently pursuing 
an Ed.S. in performance-based leadership. She says, “I want to make 
sure that the school and district provides the level of education that 
I’d want for my children. I want to be part of the change that betters 
education for students and teachers.”
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ll researchers know that, at any moment, the discovery of the least little thread of evidence could suddenly change something 
they’ve worked on for years. This is exactly what happened a few months ago.

I’ve known Bill Smedlund for about eight years now. Bill is one of those unique people who can stay on track with a project 
no matter where it takes him or for how long it takes. When I first met Bill, he was researching Athens’s famous Troup Artillery, 

that elite artillery group that was a part of Tom Cobb’s famous Georgia Legion. Bill and I stay in touch periodically with shared questions 
and information.

A couple of months ago, Bill called to ask me something on one of his latest chapters about the Troup Artillery (the book is due out 
soon) and during our conversation he breezed through a statement: “… and you know this is the same guy who painted the portrait of 
Lucy Cobb.”

A

A PIECE 
TO THE PUZZLE

BY SAMUEL N. THOMAS, JR.

At the same moment I caught the tail 
end of what he had just hit me with, sixty 
kids were coming through the front door 
of the museum and needed my immediate 
attention. Reluctantly excusing myself 
from the phone conversation, I was 
relieved when Bill said he would send 
me a couple of articles he had recently 
uncovered in one of the state’s newspapers. 
My wait was impatient: It arrived a few 
days later — I don’t know why the mail 
can’t make it out of the North Carolina 
mountains any quicker. Apparently, it must 
have come by horseback.

 Inside the packet, was a short two-
column newspaper copy of an article 
published in the Atlanta Journal on 
September 19, 1898. The article was written 
by one, “C.J. Oliver, Chaplain of the Troup 
Artillery and later of Cabell’s Battalion 
of Artillery.” The article was entitled “A 
Reminiscence of the Civil War.”

So, just who was this C.J. Oliver? I 
made a quick phone call to my “source 

of sources,” Charlotte Marshall, who has 
forgotten more about Athens’s history than 
anyone else will ever know. (Well, actually, 
she hasn’t forgotten any of it.) Charlotte 
quickly informed me that C.J. Oliver was 
Charles James Oliver.

Oliver was born 1831 in Warwick, 
England. He came with his parents to New 
York soon after his birth and lived for some 
time there and in New Jersey. At the age 
of nine, he and his parents moved south 
to Athens, where the children could take 
advantage of the educational opportunities. 
Charles’s father was a painter, and, while 
working on a plaster frieze in one of the 
buildings at Franklin College, he suffered 
a fall and never fully recovered from the 
injuries sustained.

We know very little about Oliver’s early 
life in Athens, but he considered Tom Cobb 
a “friend of my boyhood.” Oliver apparently 
tried following in his father’s footsteps as a 
painter. He mentioned in the 1898 article 
that as a favor to Tom Cobb and for the 

Presbyterian Church he “painted … my only 
attempt at actual fresco, an imitation of 
heavy open screen work, to give the effect of 
a recess, behind the pulpit.” So, at one time, 
some of Oliver’s work was on display at the 
Presbyterian Church on Hancock Avenue.

What Oliver says next, however, 
really made me sit back and take notice. 
Later in the article Oliver mentions, in 
passing, that, “For him [Tom Cobb], when 
under much persuasion and pressure, I 
determined to try the life of an artist. I 
painted my first and only public picture, a 
portrait of the lamented Lucy Cobb.”

You’ve got to be kidding. We’ve been 
trying to figure out who the artist was who 
painted this portrait, which is not signed, 
for the past nine years. Now, here it is 
staring me in the face!

Oliver, though, doesn’t stop there. “It 
was promptly condemned by the critics 
… He wanted to pay and I determined not 
to receive. Later on, when balancing up, 
I found he had pressed into my pocket 
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in small balances the amount of $26. He 
would always have his way.”

Another memory given by Oliver within 
the article says that, “When the war broke 
out I was slowly coming southward — New 
York, Richmond, Raleigh, and Charlotte. 
In the latter place … I found my position 
precarious… ‘Couldn’t people see that this 
fellow was a foreigner?’ I had just returned 
from a trip to England — and ‘a Union 
man.’ There were some mutterings of a 
coming storm, and I could see dark spots 
in the floating future, possibly flecked 
with blood. Colonel T.R.R. Cobb having 
formed his legion, had sent them through 
by Wilmington and came himself, with 
Terry Lampkin, by way of Charlotte. He 
reached there late in the afternoon. I had 
determined in favor of the artillery — now 
was my time. I hastened after supper to 
the hotel and found him in the crowd. 
‘Why, Charlie, you here? Going to prayer 
meeting; that’s like you. I ought to go with 
you, but I’ve got this National Presbyterian 
interest on my hands and heart just now. 
I know you will excuse me.’ Later — ‘So 
you will come to me in Virginia and join 
the Troup artillery! I’m glad of it. I’ll tell 
Carlton you’re coming to him. Good-bye, 
and God bless you!’ The next morning my 
fame rose with the sun. The popular mist 
cleared away. I was ‘the bosom friend of 
General Cobb.’ ‘What could people have 
been thinking about?’ The general seems 
to have known him all his life, and talked to 
him like a brother!”

The rest of the story on Charles James 
Oliver is that he was “determined in favor 
of the artillery.” He joined the Troup 
Artillery August 6, 1862, and stayed with 
the unit throughout the war, even after 
the absorption of the Troup Artillery 

into Cabell’s Battalion of Artillery. In the 
artillery, Oliver led the life of a soldier-
chaplain delivering sermons, conducting 
prayer-meetings and raising money for 
various causes. He married his second 
wife, Nannie Amelia Reeves shortly after 
he returned from the war. Oliver became a 
Methodist minister, serving Burke County 
in 1866. In 1867, he worked for the sailor’s 
mission in Savannah. His wife died in 1868 
at the age of 21, while giving birth to a son. 
By this time, he was working for another 
mission, this time in Atlanta. He withdrew 

from the ministry soon after and became 
a home decorator and contractor, working 
for the prominent Inman family in Atlanta. 
He is reported to have painted the inside 
of the state capitol and was the founder of 
Evans Chapel, which later became Walker 
Street Church that eventually divided into 
the Peachtree Road and Mary Brannon 
Methodist Churches. He also taught at the 
Trinity Home Mission on Ella Street. He 
remarried to Frances Pound Shropshire and 
died at the age of 83 in 1914 in Atlanta. He is 
buried in Oconee Hill Cemetery in Athens.

“We’ve been trying to figure out who the artist was who painted 
this portrait, which is not signed, for the past nine years. 

Now, here it is staring me in the face!”
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NEW HAPPENINGS 
IN OLD PLACES

Sticks & Stones
BY MICHELLE L. ZUPAN

n 2008, the Pew Charitable Trust 
worked with the Penn Foundation in 
Philadelphia to create a snapshot of 
historic house museums in America. 

What they uncovered came as a surprise 
to the field. In America, there are more 
than 15,000 historic house museums. 
As of December 2014, there are 14,350 
McDonald’s fast food franchises in America. 
Only 10 percent of those house museums 
have an endowment to cover operating 
costs; 80 percent of them have more than 
$1 million in preservation needs, but the 
average operating budget is $100,000 or less. 

Reach Advisors, a predictive analytics 
firm that often works with museums, 
conducted a study in 2010 that found more 
disturbing trends. It came as no surprise 
that after the 2008 economic downturn, 
charitable giving took a steep slide. Giving 
is coming back up in all fields — except for 
museums and cultural organizations. The 
study found that 37 percent of Americans 
never visit museums and that the only group 
of visitors that is increasing is the age-65-
and-up crowd. 

I



A perfect storm is brewing with historic 
houses right at the eye. Some museum 
professionals and organizations took 
immediate action to look deeper into the 
trends. The Uncataloged Museum, a blog 
devoted to museum happenings, found that 
people had three primary reasons for hating 
house museums: 

1. There is a lack of connection to the 
present (irrelevance to the visitor’s life). 

2. Who wants to stand up for an hour 
while learning about a person who is 
presented to you as having essentially 
nothing in common with yourself ?

3. Many house museum tours are focused 
on material wealth — the best of this, 
the first of that (think: the wallpaper 
and furniture tour). 

Additional complaints highlighted being 
talked at rather than being talked to and a 
lack of social history or place-based history. 

A movement is taking hold in the historic 
house community that was provoked by the 
authors of the Anarchist Guide to Historic 

House Museums, Frank Vagnone and Deb 
Ryan. They began questioning why house 
museums couldn’t embrace change and offer 
what visitors want to experience. House 
museums have begun dropping the velvet 
ropes, discarding guided tours, embracing 
technology, offering behind the scenes 
experiences, and hosting historic happy 
hours with beer and history to lure new 
visitors. And it’s working!

Hickory Hill was a proponent of the 
“Anarchist” way before it was a “thing.”  The 
house rarely has ropes cordoning off the 
rooms. Visitors are invited to fondle the 
mantelpieces and push the light switches. 
Social history, politically incorrect history, 
and place-based history are all part of the 
stories shared with visitors, young and 
old. And, children regularly run amok on 
the grounds learning about the natural 
environment so loved by Watson. So the 
next time you visit a historic house museum, 
see if you can spot their “anarchist” ways!
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“House museums 
have begun 

dropping the 
velvet ropes ... 

and it’s working!”

The Watson-Brown "Junior Board" finds new ways to enjoy its historic setting.



Walter J. Brown was a journalist and a broadcast pioneer who built and 
chaired what would become Spartan Communications, Inc., one of the larger 
privately held TV companies in the country.

Early in his career, Brown had an office in the White House when he served 
on the staff of Secretary of State James F. Byrnes. Brown’s enduring love for 
politics was eclipsed only by his respect for Jimmy Byrnes. Inspired in part 
by Byrnes’s philanthropy–which in 1948 established the James F. Byrnes 
Foundation–Brown created his own private Foundation in 1970. Named 
for Thomas E. Watson and J.J. Brown, the men to whom Brown attributed 
his success, the Watson-Brown Foundation today continues to ensure that 
hundreds of deserving students are provided the opportunity to excel at the 
college of their choice.
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