
The Watson-Brown Foundation Taps Groundskeeper

Thomson Middle School’s seventh grade, some 240 strong, recently escaped its traditional
classrooms for four days of outdoor education on Watson-Brown Foundation’s campus. 

The educational program
sprang from a successful
collaboration between
Georgia College and State
University, Thomson Middle
School, and the Watson-Brown
Foundation. 

Heading the actual teaching
effort was the Community
Action Team for Services
(CATS), a service organization
made up of GC&SU college
students that promotes
integrated learning for K-12
students. The CATS are led by
Dr. Harriett Whipple, professor
of biology and Director of
Academic Research at
GC&SU.

The four day exercise was the
culmination of months of
study and planning by Dr.
Whipple, TMS Vice Principal
Pam Rhea, and WBF Director
Mary Anne Coussons. Each
wanted to exploit the rich
environment of the Watson-
Brown Foundation and expose
teachers and students to non-
traditional learning.

The TMS students were
separated into five stations
around strategic Foundation
venues. Those visiting the
birthplace of Tom Watson were greeted by retired GC&SU teacher Joy Crowe, 71, who gave an
oral history of McDuffie County and Tom Watson from a rocking chair on the porch. Two student


